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Summary   

Summary 
Quarter Three 
 
Both calls for service and offenses known to police were at five-year lows during quarter three of 2016. In terms of 
offenses, total crimes known to police were down 7% compared to the third quarter of 2015 and down 11% compared 
to the third-quarter average for 2012-2015, the latter being a statistically significant decrease. This decline was largely 
produced by a decrease in property crimes. Property related offenses during this quarter saw an 18% decrease since last 
year and a 22% decrease compared to the four-year quarter-three average. While violent offenses remained relatively 
stable overall, simple assaults experienced a meaningful decline - about 30% - compared to last year. Drug offenses were 
the exception.  Drug-related offenses increased a significant amount since quarter three of 2015 – about 62%. Heroin-
related offenses were the driving force behind this increase. Reaching a 5-year high, heroin incidents in quarter-three of 
this year were 127% greater than the four-year average in terms of volume. 
 
Calls for service overall were down 15% during quarter three of 2016 compared to quarter three of 2015 and down 14% 
compared to the four-year average, both statistically significant decreases large enough to consider quarter three of 
2016 an outlier. An impressive decrease in quality of life calls – down 16% since last year and 12% compared to the four-
year average – are largely the reason for the decrease overall. Both noise calls and ordinance violation calls dipped to 
five-year lows and were 32% and 19% lower than quarter three of 2015 and the four-year average respectively. Violent 
crime calls for service were down significantly from last year – 26% - but was on par with the four-year average. Property 
crime calls for service were significantly lower than the four-year average-19%, largely driven by the 45% drop in 
Larcenies (other) from last year and 47% decrease compared to the four-year average. The exception is Larcenies from 
motor vehicles which, after seeing an unprecedented drop during quarter three of last year, returned to around their 
four-year average. 
 
Year-to-Date 
 
Year-to-date, calls for service are down significantly since last year and compared to the year-to-date average for 2012-
2015. Violent crime calls for service are up slightly in 2016 compared to the average, but down slightly from last year. 
The largest increase was for domestic assault misdemeanors – up 37% compared to the four-year average- however, 
domestic assault calls for service dropped during quarter three of 2016. Property crime calls are down significantly in 
2016 compared to the four-year average – 10%. The largest decrease has been for Larcenies (other) – 33%, but this 
decrease has nearly been matched by an equally significant 31% increase in retail thefts compared to the four-year 
average. This may be a reflection of a change in policy on how these incidents are being recorded rather than 
demonstrated public behaviors. Quality of life calls are also down significantly year-to-date since last year – 13% - and 
compared to the four-year average – 9%. Domestic disturbances and noise complaints are down 22% and 25% 
respectively compared to their four-year averages. Disorderly conduct, ordinance violations and trespasses are down 
26%, 22%, and 17% respectively since last year. The exceptions are mental health issues and overdoses, which are up 
significantly compared to the four-year average – 15% and 65% respectively – but are not up considerably since last 
year. 
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Offenses  Offenses for Third Quarter by Year 

 

Offenses 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Violation 2012 2013 2014 2015

Four-Year 

Average 2016 Z-Score Sig.

Violent 173 164 133 178 162 159 -3 -2% -0.149

Assault - Aggravated 14 18 10 23 16.25 16 -0.25 -2% -0.045

Assault - Simple 71 65 60 80 69 56 -13 -19% -1.511 *
Assault on Officer 11 14 5 11 10.25 17 6.75 66% 1.7881

Assault & Robbery 14 10 4 9 9.25 17 7.75 84% 1.8843

Domestic Assault Aggravated 13 14 11 15 13.25 10 -3.25 -25% -1.903

Domestic Assault Misdemeanor 35 30 29 28 30.5 25 -5.5 -18% -1.769

Murder/Mansluaghter 0 2 2 0 1 0 -1 -100% -0.866

Robbery 5 5 6 6 5.5 6 0.5 9% 0.866

Sexual Assault 10 6 6 6 7 12 5 71% 2.5

Property 566 657 555 553 582.75 456 -126.75 -22% -2.544 *^
Arson 0 1 3 4 2 6 4 200% 2.1909

Burglary 118 103 68 91 95 68 -27 -28% -1.278 ^
Grand Larceny 53 71 58 44 56.5 33 -23.5 -42% -2.085 ^
Larceny from Building 84 96 90 124 98.5 75 -23.5 -24% -1.328 *
Larceny from Motor Vehicle 150 156 134 85 131.25 136 4.75 4% 0.1475 *
Larceny from Person 8 11 6 5 7.5 3 -4.5 -60% -1.701

Larceny other 100 149 117 104 117.5 63 -54.5 -46% -2.453 *^
Retail Theft 49 63 76 92 70 67 -3 -4% -0.164

Theft of Services 4 7 3 4 4.5 5 0.5 11% 0.2887

Other 425 403 331 342 375.25 359 -16.25 -4% -0.354

Disorderly Conduct 82 106 70 111 92.25 87 -5.25 -6% -0.269

DUI 66 33 41 30 42.5 43 0.5 1% 0.0306

Trespass 58 71 64 58 62.75 78 15.25 24% 2.4658

Unlawful Mischief 219 193 156 143 177.75 151 -26.75 -15% -0.771

Drugs 76 38 31 39 46 63 17 37% 0.8369 *
Cocaine 8 11 8 9 9 10 1 11% 0.7071

Ecstasy 1 2 0 0 0.75 2 1.25 167% 1.3056

Heroin 14 7 6 17 11 25 14 127% 2.6148 ^
LSD 1 0 2 0 0.75 0 -0.75 -100% -0.783

Marijuana 32 13 6 5 14 11 -3 -21% -0.24

Methamphetamine 1 0 1 0 0.5 0 -0.5 -100% -0.866

Depressant/Narcotics 15 5 7 7 8.5 15 6.5 76% 1.4657

Other 4 0 1 1 1.5 0 -1.5 -100% -0.866

Grand Total 1240 1262 1050 1112 1166 1037 -129 -11% -1.268 ^

Offenses for Third Quarter By Year
Difference 

between 2016 

and Four-Year 

Average

*Statistically significant difference from last year

^Statistically significant difference from four-year average
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Offenses  Offense Type Trends 
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Calls for Service  Calls for Service for Third Quarter by Year 

 

Calls for Service 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2012 2013 2014 2015

Four-Year 

Average 2016 Z-Score Sig.

Violent 121 106 96 136 114.75 100 -14.75 -13% -0.843 *
Assault - Aggravated 12 14 5 14 11.25 9 -2.25 -20% -0.527

Assault - Simple 72 65 58 74 67.25 57 -10.25 -15% -1.409

Domestic Assault Aggravated 9 7 8 16 10 10 0 0% 0

Domestic Assault Misdemeanor 11 13 21 22 16.75 16 -0.75 -4% -0.135

Robbery 17 7 4 10 9.5 8 -1.5 -16% -0.269

Property 895 928 770 733 831.5 677 -154.5 -19% -1.634 ^
Burglary 120 108 73 96 99.25 73 -26.25 -26% -1.309

Larceny from Building 136 112 113 136 124.25 101 -23.25 -19% -1.713 *
Larceny from Motor Vehicle 168 183 156 89 149 154 5 3% 0.1205 *
Larceny from Person 6 17 9 10 10.5 6 -4.5 -43% -0.967

Larceny other 127 208 161 159 163.75 87 -76.75 -47% -2.301 *^
Retail Theft 84 109 88 109 97.5 93 -4.5 -5% -0.336

Stolen Vehicle 23 19 18 12 18 20 2 11% 0.4399

Vandalism 231 172 152 122 169.25 143 -26.25 -16% -0.571

Quality of Life/Other 1972 1951 1936 2089 1987 1745 -242 -12% -3.478 *^
Disorderly Conduct 50 73 78 95 74 65 -9 -12% -0.485 *
Domestic Disturbance 218 175 160 153 176.5 155 -21.5 -12% -0.738

Intoxication 378 332 324 363 349.25 343 -6.25 -2% -0.245

Mental Health Issue 113 168 220 244 186.25 201 14.75 8% 0.2533 *
Noise 567 479 435 406 471.75 320 -151.75 -32% -2.161 *^
Ordinance Violation 295 262 327 383 316.75 256 -60.75 -19% -1.179 *^
Overdose 4 8 9 24 11.25 22 10.75 96% 1.2257

Trespass 347 454 383 421 401.25 383 -18.25 -5% -0.394

Grand Total 2988 2985 2802 2958 2933.25 2522 -411.25 -14% -4.645 *^

Difference 

between 2016 

and Four-Year 

Average

Calls for Service for Third Quarter By Year

*Statistically significant difference from last year

^Statistically significant difference from four-year average
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Calls for Service  Calls for Service Type Trends 
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Calls for Service  Calls for Service Year to Date 

 
 
 
 

Year to Date 

Average

2012-2015

Year to 

Date 2015

Year to 

Date 2016

Difference 

between 2016 

and 4-Year 

Average

Z-Score

Violent Crime 339.25 377 341 1.75 (1%) 0.05

Assault - Aggravated 28 27 29 1 (4%) 0.12

Assault - Simple 161.5 177 138 -23.5 (-15%)* -1.40

Domestic Assault - Felony 29.25 40 35 5.75 (20%) 0.77

Domestic Assault - Misdemeanor 46.75 59 64 17.25 (37%) 2.02

Robbery 20.25 23 18 -2.25 (-11%) -0.40

Sexual Assault 53.5 51 57 3.5 (7%) 0.78

Property Crime 1874.25 1604 1686 -188.25 (-10%)^ -0.80

Burglary 247.75 222 175 -72.75 (-29%)*^ -1.45

Larceny - from Building 297.5 285 257 -40.5 (-14%) -0.93

Larceny - from a Motor Vehicle 310.25 206 283 -27.25 (-9%)* -0.38

Larceny - from a Person 19.5 19 16 -3.5 (-18%) -0.66

Larceny - Other 304.75 274 204 -100.75 (-33%)*^ -3.91

Retail Theft 256.5 272 337 80.5 (31%)*^ 3.01

Stolen Vehicle 42 28 41 -1 (-2%) -0.10

Vandalism (all types) 396 298 373 -23 (-6%)* -0.21

Quality of Life 4853.75 5094 4414 -439.75 (-9%)*^ -2.31

Disorderly Conduct 178 200 148 -30 (-17%)* -0.81

Domestic Disturbance 468.25 422 366 -102.25 (-22%)^ -2.32

Intoxication 891 954 873 -18 (-2%) -0.30

Mental Health Issue 512.25 641 588 75.75 (15%)^ 0.64

Noise 1097.75 896 824 -273.75 (-25%)^ -1.24

Ordinance Violation - Other 732.25 851 667 -65.25 (-9%)* -0.80

Overdose 32.75 58 54 21.25 (65%)^ 1.26

Trespass 941.5 1072 894 -47.5 (-5%)* -0.48

Total 7067.25 7075 6441 -626.25 (-9%)*^ -1.02

Year to Date Calls for Service Comparison

*Statistically significant difference from last year

^Statistically significant difference from three-year average
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Calls for Service  Calls for Service YTD Trend and Forecast 
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Quarterly Summary by Area   

Quarterly Summary by Area 
This table summarizes incidents by area. Cells highlighted in red are the most prevalent incident in that area, 
yellow the second most prevalent, and blue the third. In no area was violent crime the most prevalent during 
quarter three of 2016. 
 

 
 

 

Incident Type A Area B Area C Area D Area E Area Total A-E

Trespass 24 41 55 212 50 382

Intoxication 15 68 70 152 37 342

Noise 19 36 146 57 62 320

Ordinance Violation - Other 12 30 29 164 21 256

Mental Health Issue 11 46 37 62 44 200

Domestic Disturbance 32 52 22 22 27 155

Larceny - from Motor Vehicle 37 23 30 28 36 154

Vandalism 16 36 24 31 31 138

Larceny - from Building 13 16 27 30 14 100

Retail Theft 20 1 2 57 13 93

Larceny - Other 12 11 15 33 16 87

Burglary 6 19 34 5 9 73

Disorderly Conduct 5 11 10 34 4 64

Assault - Simple 8 16 6 21 6 57

Overdose 1 4 6 8 3 22

Stolen Vehicle 2 4 1 5 8 20

Domestic Assault - Misd 1 9 2 0 4 16

Domestic Assault - Felony 3 5 0 1 1 10

Assault - Aggravated 1 1 1 6 0 9

Robbery 1 2 3 1 1 8

Larceny from a Person 0 2 1 2 1 6

Vandalism - graffiti 0 4 0 1 0 5

Total 239 (9%) 437 (17%) 521 (21%) 932 (37%) 388 (15%) 2517

Top Incident for Area

Quarterly Report Q3 2016 - Calls for Service by Area

2nd Top Incident for Area 3rd Top Incident for Area
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Violent Crime     

Incident Trends and Locations 
Aggravated and Simple Assault 

 
There were 9 aggravated assaults and 57 simple 
assaults during this period.  This is a decrease since 
last year and compared to the average. Overall, both 
simple assaults and aggravated assaults have 
remained relatively stable since 2012.  
 
Ten (15%) incidents were mental health related, 23 
(35%) were alcohol related, and 6 (10%) were drug 
related.  Seventy-four percent of assaults occur between 18:00–06:00.  Aggravated Assaults were concentrated mostly 
around the Main St. city center, while the simple assaults spread throughout the downtown area and into the Old North 
End, Hill Section and E Area.  
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Violent Crime  Domestic Violence   

Domestic Violence 
There were 38 domestic assaults and 153 domestic 
disturbances during this period.  Domestic assaults 
were down compared to last year but on par with the 
average. Domestic disturbances were on par with last 
year but down compared to the average. While 
domestic assaults are up year-to-date compared to 
the average, domestic disturbances are down a 
significant degree. 
 
Ten (6%) incidents were reported as mental health  
related, thirty-one (17%) were alcohol related, and four (2%)  
were drug related. Seventy percent of domestic incidents 
occurred between 18:00-06:00. 
 

 
  

Snapshot Domestic Assault Domestic Dist 

Q3 2015 38 153 

Q3 2016 26 155 
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Violent Crime  Robbery   

Robbery 
There were 8 robberies during this period, down 2 from last year and 
1.5 from the four-year average.  Year to date there are 5 fewer 
robberies than last year and 2 fewer than the four-year average.  
Although robberies were down this quarter, the trend since 2012 is 
slightly upward.   
 
One robbery (12.5%) was mental health related, one (12.5%) was 
alcohol relate, and two (25%) were drug related. One of the robberies 
was reported to involve firearms, two involved knives.  Three of the 
incidents have resulted in four total arrests for robbery so far.   
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Property Crime  Burglary 

Burglary 
There were 73 burglaries during this period, down by 24% from from 
last year and 26% from the four-year average.  Year to date, burglaries 
are down significantly (21%) from last year and from the four-year 
average (29%).  Thirty three (45%) of the burglaries were forced entry 
through doors or windows, and sixty-six were residential.  The most 
commonly stolen property includes electronics, specifically computers 
and video game consoles.  Cash, bicycles and jewelry were also 
commonly stolen items.   
 
Burglaries tended to concentrate on Sundays-Tuesdays. On weekends, they were reported mostly in the mornings and 
during the weekdays they were mostly reported during the evenings, as people arrived home from work. 
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Property Crime  Larceny from Motor Vehicle 

Larceny from Motor Vehicle 
There were 154 larcenies from motor vehicles during this period. This is 
a stark and significant increase from the 89 reported last year, but is on 
par with the average. Year to date, larceny from motor vehicle is down 
9% from the average.  
 
Just 24% were forced entry while the remainder showed no forced entry 
or the doors were known to be unsecured. Most of these incidents were 
reported in the mornings or evenings. 
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Property Crime  Larceny from Building, Person or Other 

Larceny from Building, 
Person or Other 
There were 101 Larcenies from 
buildings, down from 2015 and the 
three-year average, but not 
significantly.  Year to date, 
larcenies from buildings are also 
down from 2015 and the average. 
Larcenies from a person are down 
similarly. Larcenies from other 
areas were down significantly both from last year (45%) and compared to the average (47%). Further, these calls are 
down 33% year-to-date from the average. These are all statistically significant decreases.  
 
The most commonly stolen items were bicycles and electronics.   
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Property Crime  Stolen Vehicles 

Stolen Vehicles 
There were twenty stolen vehicle calls during this period, eight more 
than last year but just two more than the four-year average.  Year to 
date, calls for stolen vehicles are up from last year but on par with the 
average.  In all seven cases, vehicles were stolen from the owner’s 
residence, in six they were stolen while parked on the street, and in four 
they were stolen from a parking lot or garage.   
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Property Crime  Vandalism 

Vandalism 
There were 143 vandalism calls for service during this period, up slightly 
from 2015 but below the average. Year to date there have been 373 
vandalism calls, 20% more than 2015. This is a meaningful increase.  
However, year-to-date, vandalism calls are below the average. The 
noise in vandalism calls this year is a contrast to the long-term 
downward trend in vandalism calls.   
 
In July there was a vandalism pattern involving a subject or subjects 
shooting out the windows of vehicles with a BB gun or pellet gun.  The 
incidents stopped in late July before returning in late September. So far, out of the 25 incidents, no projectiles have been 
recovered. However, suspect vehicles have been captured on camera. 
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Quality of Life  Disorderly Conduct 

Disorderly Conduct 
There were 65 disorderly conducts calls for service during this period. 
This is a statistically significant decrease since the 95 that occured last 
year. It is also below the four-year average.  Year to date, there have 
been 148 disorderly conduct calls, down 26% from 2015 and 17% from 
the three-year average, both statistically significant drops. While July 
and August were unusually low in terms of volume, disorderly conduct 
calls spiked in September to resemble the normal seasonal pattern. 
 
Most incidents occurred downtown with the exception of several 
incidents at the high school and in the New North End. Eight (12%) were mental health related and 17 (26%) were 
alcohol related.   
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Quality of Life  Intoxication 

Intoxication 
There were 343 intoxication calls during this period, while this is a slight 
decrease from 2015, it is on par with the four-year average. Year to date 
intoxication calls are down from 2015, but not significantly, and nearly 
meet the four-year average.  
 
The vast majority of calls occur in the downtown with a large  
number of calls also originating at UVMMC.  
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Quality of Life  Mental Health 

Mental Health 
There were 201 mental health calls during this period. That is an 18% 
decrease from last year but a slight increase compared to the average. 
Year to date there have been 588 mental health calls, down 53 (8%) 
from 2015 but up 76 (15%) from the four-year average, a significant 
increase.  There is a steady upward trend going back to 2012, but there 
seems to be some evidence of a tapering off in the number of calls.   
 
While the majority of calls occur downtown there is also a density of 
calls occurring in the area of Flynn Ave and Pine St. 
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Quality of Life  Noise 

Noise 
There were 320 noise calls for service during this period, down 21% 
from 2015 and down 32% from the four-year average, both significant 
decreases.  Year to date there have been 824 noise calls for service, 
down 8%  from 2015 and down 25% from the four-year average, the 
latter being a statistically significant decrease.  There is a steady 
downward trend in noise related calls from 2012, that has continued in 
2016.   
 
The Skatepark had the highest number of calls for service and 
made up 8.4% of total calls, followed by 355 ½ S Union St 
 (2.2%), 230 St Paul St (2.2%), 384 College St (1.9%) and  
388 College St (1.9%). 
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Quality of Life  Ordinance Violation 

Ordinance Violation 
There were 256 Ordinance Violation calls during this period, down 33%  
from 2015 and 19% from the four-year average, both significant 
decreases.  Year to date there have been 667 ordinance violations, 
down 22% from 2015 and 9% from the four-year average, the former 
being a statistically significant decrease. 
 
The most common violation was open container. 
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Quality of Life  Overdose 

Overdose 
There were 22 overdoses reported to BPD during this period, down 2 
(8%) from 2015 but up 11 (96%) from the four-year average, the latter a 
significant increase.  Year to date there have been 54 Overdoses 
reported to BPD, down 4 (7%) from 2015 but up 21 (65%) from the four-
year average, the latter a significant increases.   
 
For the past two years, calls for overdoses have shown very exaggerated 
seasonal trends with large spikes in volume during the summer months. 
The most common drug leading to overdose was heroin. Other overdoses included lorazepam and unreported 
prescription.   
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Quality of Life  Trespass 

Trespass 
There were 383 trespass calls for service during this period, down 9% 
from 2015 and 5% from the four-year average.  Year to date there have 
been 894 trespass calls for service, down 17% from 2015 and down 5% 
from the four-year average, the former a statistically significant 
decrease.   
 
18% of trespasses were residential in nature followed by convenience 
stores (10%) and Restaurants/Bars (8%). At least 2% of incidents had 
mental health indicators, 5% had alcohol indicators, and 1% had drug indicators.  454 Riverside Ave (Cumberland Farms) 
had the most trespasses of any address in the city.   
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High Service Locations 
 

Locations with 10 or More Calls for Service During Quarter 3 2016 

Location Number of Incidents Percent of Quarterly Total Incidents 

City Hall Park, Burlington, VT 65 2.58% 

111 Colchester Ave, Burlington, VT 52 2.06% 

Church St & Main St, Burlington, VT 49 1.94% 

82 S Winooski Ave, Burlington, VT 38 1.51% 

1127 North Ave, Burlington, VT 30 1.19% 

67 Cherry St, Burlington, VT 24 0.95% 

230 St Paul St, Burlington, VT 24 0.95% 

49 Church St, Burlington, VT 24 0.95% 

219 Main St, Burlington, VT 23 0.91% 

Skatepark, Burlington, VT 20 0.79% 

1 North Ave, Burlington, VT 20 0.79% 

454 Riverside Ave, Burlington, VT 19 0.75% 

136 Church St, Burlington, VT 19 0.75% 

595 Shelburne Rd, Burlington, VT 18 0.71% 

Church St & Cherry St, Burlington, VT 16 0.63% 

Oakledge Park, Burlington, VT 16 0.63% 

175 Main St, Burlington, VT 16 0.63% 

199 Main St, Burlington, VT 16 0.63% 

158 Cherry St, Burlington, VT 16 0.63% 

Main St & S Winooski Ave, Burlington, VT 15 0.59% 

Skate Park, Burlington, VT 14 0.56% 

Church St & Bank St, Burlington, VT 14 0.56% 

Battery Park, Burlington, VT 14 0.56% 

235 College St, Burlington, VT 13 0.52% 

47 S Winooski Ave, Burlington, VT 13 0.52% 

37 Church St, Burlington, VT 12 0.48% 

North Beach, Burlington, VT 11 0.44% 

661 Pine St, Burlington, VT 11 0.44% 

1 College St, Burlington, VT 10 0.40% 

Main St & Church St, Burlington, VT 10 0.40% 

60 Lake St, Burlington, VT 10 0.40% 

 


